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[bookmark: _GoBack]PERFORMANCE GATE: important innovations and the PERFORMACE AWARD winner
Textile innovations bring much more comfort to sports
No where else can you see not only the major trends but also the latest innovations from the world of functional fabrics for sport and workwear, as early as  at PERFORMANCE DAYS! The INNOVATION´s section at the PERFORMANCE GATE already has the innovations for summer 2015 on display, as well as the winner of the PERFORMANCE AWARD. This time, the awarded fabric combines sustainability, nature and functionality in an very new way! 
Special fabrics are given a special place in the PERFORMANCE FORUM. The PERFORMANCE GATE is where the newest of the new functional trends are on display:

Smart Fabric Temperature Management from Burlington (Greylock & Berkshire): The new fabrics have an intelligent approach to high body or ambient temperatures - the warmer the material gets, indicating the intensity of the athlete's activity, the faster the moisture management system functions. Perspiration is transported to the outside as quickly as possible. This smart fabric technology is available for polyamide and polyester fabrics. 

Nilit Breeze Cooling Fibers, processed by Piavemaitex and FOV Fabrics: Fabrics of Nilit Breeze (nylon 6.6) are better able to regulate the body temperature during exercise than the traditional sports fabrics of polyamide. The secret is a specialty yarn with a flat cross section, a unique polymer additive, and the specially developed texturizing process. All in all, the result is a pleasantly cool feeling on the skin. 

Insulated Softshell from Frati (Alena): This polyester softshell material has already been permanently bonded with a thermal padding. The advantages are clear: The migration of the padding is prevented and the comfort of a softshell is combined with thermal performance of insulation. The material has a water column (hydrostatic head) of 10,000 mm which makes it absolutely waterproof. 

New Bodymapping (Extreme D2O Technology) from Men-Chuen Fibre: This fabric is blazing new trails in bodymapping. Customized jacquard patterns can be produced because the holes can be precisely etched out in the processing of Lyocell with polyester using printing paste. Ventilation is possible exactly at those places where most needed and the garment is lighter and more comfortable. 

PERFORMANCE AWARD Winner
According to the custom established at past trade fairs, PERFORMANCE DAYS has once again selected a winner for the coveted PERFORMANCE AWARD for the most innovative fabric in the Active & Workwear sector. An exciting new material is being introduced for Summer 2015 that combines the best of nature, the environment, and functionality: 

"Ferntree" Fabric, sent in by Advana & "Yarn in Motion", a brand by SüdwolleGroup
The partners in this innovation are ADVANSA and the yarn supplier SüdwolleGroup, which earned the major environmental certificate "bluesign" for its Merino yarns. 
The secret of this extraordinary fabric is the combination of ADVANSA Thermo°Cool Duoregulation with bluesign certified Merino wool. The prize winning "Ferntree" fabric consists of 50% of each of these fibers and introduces a new dimension in function to the natural Merino fibers. All the benefits of active climate regulation and rapid moisture transport of Thermo°Cool come together with the outstanding comfort and feel of Merino wool. This fabric does not absorb as much moisture as pure Merino wool and is therefore well suited for highly aerobic sports. In parallel, the wool insures a naturally effective odor control. The fibers are suitable for processing as circular knits or even seamless, which increases the comfort even more. 


About PERFORMANCE DAYS
The PERFORMANCE DAYS "functional fabrics fair” was launched by textile trader Weichert Agencies in 2008. It is the first and only trade fair created as a special platform for functional fabrics, yarns, finishes, and accessories for sport- and workwear sectors. PERFORMANCE DAYS has become a semi-annual event that gives high quality and innovative textile manufacturers and suppliers a direct presence in a major center of the European sportswear industry. The workshop is a platform to showcase new fabrics and innovations and to develop business relationships. Presently, the exhibition appears in Munich. Starting in April 2012, it will also be accessible 365 days per year as a brand new, virtual trade fair in the Internet. 
The visitors – sports fashion designers, product managers, and decision-makers representing almost every European active clothing and functional wear manufacturer find a complete selection of high quality materials available at the right time and at convenient locations to meet sourcing needs for their Spring and Autumn collections. The relaxed and focused workshop-like atmosphere at PERFORMANCE DAYS differentiates it from other sport and textile trade fairs which are larger and often stressful, and makes it the perfect meeting point for the active wear industry for identifying trends and innovations. The unique Performance Forum with freelance designer Alexa Dehmel gives visitors an inspiring and informed overview of the latest fabrics, trends, and innovations by the various exhibitors. In addition, top quality talks and collaborative ventures provide the full range of information.

More information about the current schedule can be found at: www.performancedays.eu 
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