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New paths to sustainability, responsible and efficient use of resources and nature

Focus topic at PERFORMANCE DAYS April 2016 - Recycling

A highly topical issue that matters to the entire textile industry is slated to be the focus of the coming PERFORMANCE DAYS in April 2016: Recycling is the trade fair's next "Focus Topic." In addition to diverse presentations and workshops, this important as well as controversial topic is taken up not only at the PERFORMANCE GATE, but also the Jury's Pick Table in the PERFORMANCE FORUM all under the title theme "Recycled? Challenges & Opportunities!"
Recycling is not new in the world of functional textiles, but the topic is taking on ever more importance. In particular, it appears the sports sector is taking its responsibility to protect the environment and natural resources very seriously. How does recycling even work? What are the options for saving raw materials and avoiding waste? What are the benefits of recycling and is there a downside? What does the ecological balance sheet for recycled fabrics look like? Are there any certificates that assure "clean" recycling? And, the ultimate question: What recycled fibers and materials can the sport and fashion brands turn to for their production? Some answers to these and other questions can be found in Munich at the next PERFORMANCE DAYS on April 20-21, 2016. Using a variety of integrated tools, the trade fair shines light on this hot topic from all angles.

At the PERFORMANCE FORUM, the Jury's Pick Table highlights the most important new fabrics and insulations made of recycled materials for use in sports, sportswear, and workwear collections. The PERFORMANCE GATE provides background information about the recycling methods and explains what to look for in the choice of recycled fabrics. But that is not all: The presentations on the agenda illuminate the topic in more detail. Consultant Anne Pahl presents several ways to use waste, or recyclable materials, but goes a step further in proposing that clothing designers should already be thinking about avoiding waste and saving resources. The importance of this idea is emphasized in a presentation by Lars Gutow, a marine biologist from the Alfred Wegner Institute who has researched the pollution of the world's oceans by plastic waste and its impact on the eco-system. Ian Rosenberger shows us meaningful ways to reuse this plastic trash and in the process how to contribute to fighting poverty. Through his "Thread" initiative, plastic trash in Central America is collected for recycling to the North American textile industry, an idea that not only slows down pollution but also helps the poor in developing countries to secure an income. 

Exclusive workshops
In addition to this fair’s focus on recycling and the usual professional and free presentations with many other insights into other valuable subjects for the sport textile sector, the next PERFORMANCE DAYS trade fair features a new form of seminar for visitors and exhibitors for the first time: exclusive workshops. They are scheduled on both days of the fair and are situated one floor above the exhibit area. Issues and solutions will be discussed in depth in a small group environment. Again recycling is a topic, but also the recoverability and reuse of textiles is investigated in depth on both days among other textile topics. Two of the workshops are moderated by top experts in the area of recycling and sustainability: Anna Rodewald from GreenRoomVoice and Benjamin Marias from the consulting firm AIR have been advisors to the sports item sector in this important area for quite some time. Prior registration is required. More information is provided in the details of each individual workshop.

A full and intensive agenda awaits visitors to the April trade fair, who then, in addition to the lecture presentations and workshops, can anticipate the participation of all major exhibitors from the world of functional fabrics. The five exhibit halls are already sold and will host 134 exhibitors from 24 nations. 

A complete overview of all expert presentations and workshops, the full agenda, and the exhibitors is already available on our homepage www.performancedays.com. The online-registration for a free visitor ticket is also available here now. And the best news: Free entrance for industry professionals to all expert lectures has been provided by trade fair organizers. 

About Performance Days
PERFORMANCE DAYS – The “functional fabric fair” launched in 2008, is the first and only event created especially for functional fabrics for sports and work clothing. The aim of the semi-annual trade fair is to give leading and innovative textile manufacturers, suppliers and service providers the opportunity to present their functional fabrics, membranes plus treatments, laminates, paddings, finishes, and accessories such as yarns, tapes, prints, buttons and zippers. 

The industry experts who come to this fair – the sports fashion designers, product managers, and decision-makers (see online: Visitor List) represent almost every European active clothing and functional wear manufacturer – can find a complete selection of high quality materials available at just the right time in April/May and November. The dates are intentionally scheduled early thanks to our expertise in functional fabrics and are optimal for summer and winter sport collections. (All trade fair catalogs from past events are available online at Catalogs as well as a listing of current exhibitors at Exhibitor List). 

The relaxed and focused workshop-like atmosphere at PERFORMANCE DAYS differentiates it from the other fairs which are often unmanageable and more stressful. That is one of the reasons why the Munich trade fair at the heart of the European sportswear industry has become one of the top addresses for new fabrics, innovations, and is the preferred meeting place to conduct business. 

In the unique PERFORMANCE FORUM of PERFORMANCE DAYS, the visitor receives an inspiring and well-grounded overview of the new materials, trends, and innovations of the exhibitors. The PERFORMANCE AWARD and the ECO PERFORMANCE AWARD are also presented here.

Qualified guest speakers present special topics and their collaborative ventures to complete the range of information provided at PERFORMANCE DAYS (see online Presentations). 

No entry fee and free admission to all events for industry visitors.
Detailed information and advanced registration online at: www.performancedays.com
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